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Now, in the complete destruction of the Czechoslovak State,
six months after the formal agreement not to occupy the Czech
territories, we have in effect a completely cynical admission that
in this revision of European frontiers no importance is attached
either to considerations of national kinship or to those of the past
history of a State, or to anything but imperialist pursuit of
power. Germany's future policy will remain permanently com-
promised by the destruction of Austria and Czechoslovakia.

In these acts Germany has stamped the character of her
whole political course. She has heaped up a mass of suspicion
and, indeed, of hatred of her, which can be no trifle even
though, as the National Socialists demonstrate at every step,
they can afford a brutal candour about their aims and have at
their back a nation robbed of its power of judgment. Germany
has, moreover, set herself entirely in the wrong even where she
had the advantage of unanswerable moral claims to the
restoration of her sovereignty. She has given the moral
advantage to her opponents in every outstanding issue, and
provided them with startling arguments in the "moral war"
against her, with which to weaken the unity of her people in any
new armed conflict.

How close we were to such a conflict, against a united world
coalition, was shown by the developments preceding the
Munich agreement, and will be shown even more clearly by the
developments following the occupation of Bohemia and
Moravia. Were it not for the English will to peace, Germany's
situation would be so desperate that only a radical change in
her foreign policy could save her.

THE RUSSIAN CARD
But was not a change of this sort, the conclusion of an alliance
with Soviet Russia, always held in reserve as a resource in